l8                                    BEAWES                         [Aug. 1745
i^th. Set out this morning about four, and soon after met
an Arab messenger from Bassora, with letters for the English
nation at Aleppo, having been only ten days1 upon the desart.
We offered him refreshments, but he excused accepting any
for the rest of his journey, having only the camel he rode on.
At noon we baited an hour as usual; about seven encamped.
Course S.E. Little wind from the northward. Country in the
afternoon hilly, and the weather very hot, but the night cool.
i$th. We are [were?] under way this morning by five and
directed our course nearly East, which about ten brought us
upon the banks of the Euphrates, where we expected to have
been regaled with verdure and those pleasant scenes that
generally such copious rivers produce; but here the bounty
of nature finds no returns, bestowing a gift which other soil
would gratefully manifest, and this incapable even to acknow-
ledge, for since our leaving Aleppo we have not had such a
wretched prospect. The river here (if I remember right) is
near as broad as the Thames at London and the current
brisk. The Arabs dwellings are scattered on each side, and
opposite to us is a poor village called Jorsa2, from whence
they brought us sheep, goats, melons and some other pro-
visions, wrhich were welcome refreshments. But as at the
same time they afforded us more of their company than was
quite convenient, we hastened to leave them, they being it
seems hereabout numerous, well armed, and a sort of free-
booters, who upon all occasions in their favour are apt to
consider that strength and right are synonimous terms.
Wherefore, the necessary compliments being past between
their Sheik and ours, the former treating with a fatted sheep,
and the latter corresponding with a present of greater value,
we departed in peace about two this afternoon; and striking
into the desart for three hours pursued our usual course
1 This was quick going. The post used to take 14-15 days from Baghdad
to Aleppo, and at this rate of travel, viz. 10 days from Basra to a point
near Jubb el Ghanam, the post would reach Aleppo in 13-14 days. See
Introduction, p. xxxiv,
* Carmichael also mentions jfarfa, but I can find no modern equivalent.
The locality is that bend of the Euphrates which so many travellers by
the desert route sighted, between Abu Kemal and El Qaim. There are
several villages on the left or E. bank.